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persuade him to abandon it ; his cheerfulness under adversity, even im- 
prisonment ; his ardent nature ; his ability as a debater ; his success as a 
land boomer in interesting people in his colonial projects; his friendly 
relations with the Indians; his readiness to defend himself physically 
when occasion demanded it ; and the odd admixture of the courtier and 
the Quaker in his manner and conduct, are made to stand out very prom- 
inently. Enough of incident is incorporated to insure the retention of 
interest on the part of the yoimg reader. The illustrations are authentic 
and well chosen. The chapter which deals with what Penn found in 
America on his first visit is made up largely of well selected extracts from 
his own account. 

The book should have a wide circulation in the schools among pupils of 
the seventh and eighth grades and among the boys and girls of the high 
school. No doubt many adults will find it delightful rapid reading. 

E. M. ViOLETTE 

The story of Old Fort Plain and the Middle Mohawk valley. By Nelson, 
Greene. (Fort Plain, New York: O'Connor brothers, 1915. 399 p. 
$1.50) 
This volume was "written, compiled, and edited" as a labor of love 
and not as the finished work of a trained historian. The author says of 
his work (Introduction, p. xn) : "The main part of these sketches is 
founded upon Beer's Illustrated History of Montgomery and Fulton 
Counties, 1878, Lossing's Field Book of the Revolution, and Simm's 
Frontiersmen of New York. Large parts of these works have been used 
bodily. Other authorities whose material has been made use of are Los- 
sing's Empire State, Benton's History of Herkimer County, and the 
Documentary History of New York. While no claim is made for especial 
originality in its preparation, a great mass of material has been arranged 
in proper chronological sequence, which, the writer believes, is the first 
instance of its having been done in relation to the Revolutionary history 
of Port Plain and the region about it. ' ' 

In other words, a compilation of all published and some manuscript 
material has been made, put together with comment and arranged chron- 
ologically. The book will be interesting locally, and will be valuable to 
the student of the Mohawk valley district. Much of its usefulness is 
lost, however, because of the failure to provide an index. 

L. K. M. 



